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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY 

Statement 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.21 pm]: I rise to recognise an important occasion— 
National Volunteer Week and Wear Orange Wednesday. As members will know, I am not a great believer in days 
of observance because we observe something different every day, but volunteers are an important aspect of our 
community. National Volunteer Week runs from Monday, 18 May, to Sunday, 24 May. This year, the theme is 
“Changing Communities. Changing Lives.” Volunteering is a significant part of the social fabric of Australia and, 
indeed, regional and remote Australia. In 2016, when the Australian Bureau of Statistics last did its census, it 
released some statistics on volunteering. The findings were that one in five people volunteer, or 20 per cent of the 
population. Of those people, 21 per cent are women and 17 per cent are men. People in rural areas are far more 
likely to volunteer than people in urban areas—21.4 per cent versus 17.7 per cent. Some rural areas have extremely 
high rates of volunteering. In my electorate, the town of Lake Grace has a volunteering rate of 49.7 per cent. In 
Dowerin, it is 47.8 per cent; in Kulin, it is 46.6 per cent; and in Jerramungup, which is soon to be returned to the 
Agricultural Region, the rate is 43.5 per cent. Those four communities rank in the top 10 in Australia by percentage 
of volunteers. 

I am sure all members in this place recognise the value of volunteering in their communities, particularly those who 
represent regional and remote electorates. Without volunteers in our communities, services that are delivered today 
would not be delivered tomorrow. In my community alone, which is only a small community, we have: the volunteer 
fire and rescue service; the volunteer bush fire service; the St John Ambulance service; natural resource management 
and Landcare volunteers; the Australian Red Cross; volunteers who run our charity store; our parents and citizens 
association at the district high school; numerous sporting clubs and their volunteers; wildlife carers; Lions and 
service clubs; community resource centre volunteers, which are very important hubs in regional communities; 
museum and historical society volunteers; scouts; playgroup; and I would never live it down if I forgot our local 
Country Women’s Association ladies.  

These volunteers, even in a small community, make such a big contribution. That contribution has been quantified 
by the Department of Communities in information published on its website. It states that Western Australian 
volunteers donate approximately 16 hours of time a month, equating to 315 million hours each year. It estimates 
that the economic benefit of that volunteering is greater than $39 billion. When my office pulled out that figure 
for me, I was quite surprised. A contribution of $39 billion a year to the economy from volunteers is larger than 
the annual state budget. 

Today, I want to rise in the Legislative Council to recognise the many volunteers in all their forms in all our 
communities and the work they do day in, day out to make our communities in Western Australia the place they are. 
 


	NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEKWEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY
	Statement


